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We have an obligation to provide the Amer-
ican people with a disaster response system
that works. We must not allow the lessons of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita to fall on deaf
ears. My amendment seeks to fund the groups
and programs that target vulnerable commu-
nities, to ensure that, when the next hurricane
hits, these groups may be adequately pre-
pared.

| look forward to working with the Appropria-
tions Committee, and Chairman OBEY and
Chairman PRICE, to ensure language in the
Conference Report for H.R. 2638, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Appropriations Act
of 2008, which provides funds to FEMA for
hurricane preparedness outreach to vulnerable
communities.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mrs.
TAUSCHER) having assumed the chair,
Mr. WEINER, Acting Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 2638) making appro-
priations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses, had come to no resolution there-
on.

————————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARE). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 18, 2007, and under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM
MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day was the unveiling of the dedication
of the Victims of Communism Memo-
rial here in Washington D.C. It is a rep-
lica statue of Lady Liberty, the Lady
Liberty that inspired the Chinese stu-
dents and their fellow people in
Tiananmen Square.

It was this period of time in which
there was great hope within the Chi-
nese people that their desire to breathe
free would finally be realized. Yet that
hope, that inalienable right, which we
all as human beings share, was crushed
beneath the tyrant yoke of the Chinese
communist party.

Yesterday, at the dedication of that
memorial, to not only those students
and those Chinese people, yesterday at
that dedication, which commemorated
all the tens of millions who have died
beneath the inhuman atheistic ide-
ology of communism, the President of
the United States made his remarks.

I wish to say that I have an enormous
amount of respect for the President. He
has been a steadfast leader, and I be-
lieve he is a good man, but I am sad-
dened by the fact that he missed the
opportunity, not to simply and nobly
and necessarily commemorate the vic-
tims of communism and the triumph of
liberty in parts of the world over that
invidious ideology, but he missed the
opportunity to issue a clarion call for
the American people and all free peo-
ples in our world to summon the cour-
age to call for the end of communist re-
gimes that still exist in our midst,
Communist regimes from North Korea,
to Cuba and, obviously, to Communist
China.

For it is easy for people to believe
that we had reached the end of history,
to view communism as an ideology
that is no longer a threat to our free-
doms, our way of life and to the way of
life to all people, yet it is.

When the Cold War ended, we had
won the European theater of the battle
between freedom and communism, and,
yvet, hundreds of millions across the
globe remained enslaved. It is too little
to say to them, good luck finding your
freedom. If, we as a free people, are a
beacon of hope to all humanity, we
must also accept the responsibility
that we bear to do everything within
our power to ensure that our fellow
people have the opportunity to enjoy
their freedom, for they are equally
God’s children, as are we.

So I would suggest to the President
of the United States that he recall that
the struggle, what John F. Kennedy
called the bitter twilight struggle be-
tween freedom and communism is not
over. It is not time for a victory lap. It
is time for a rededication of ourselves
as a free people of a Nation conceived
in liberty to continue our historic and
our moral mission to emancipate all
humanity from this insidious ideology.
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For we are a revolutionary country
by birth, and we must remain a revolu-
tionary country in present. If we fail
that mission we lose part of ourselves,
not only our legacy but the legacy we
must leave to our children and to all
humanity.

In conclusion, I would urge the Presi-
dent of the United States to realize
that the victory over communism is
not complete and that we as Americans
must continue to be champions of
human freedom in our world.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SESTAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GINGREY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it’s an honor to come before the House,
and we know that we have been work-
ing very hard over the last couple of
days in trying to move these appropria-
tion bills. I hope that we are successful
and on schedule in moving these bills,
because the American people deserve
it.

Also, as you know, when the 30-
Something Working Group comes to
the floor, we share the latest numbers
out of Iraq. Unfortunately, they have
gotten greater than they were before as
it relates to casualties. Total deaths in
Iraq at this time stands, as of 10:00 a.m.
on the 7th of June, 3,490; and wounded
in action and returned to duty, 14,208;
and wounded in action and not re-
turned to duty, 11,622.

I think it’s also important to know
that when we moved the emergency
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